The stainless steel crown debate: friend or foe?
In this article, we will explore the use of the stainless steel crown (SSC) in dentistry today. For the pediatric population, many factors can affect the choice of restoration, such as the variations between primary and permanent tooth morphology, oral environment, and patient selection. The current literature and dentistry guidelines encourage dentists to make an informed decision when determining the restoration recommended for a carious primary molar. To further help educate dental providers on the topic of SSCs the following items will be reviewed: the indications; techniques for placement; advantages; and drawbacks when compared to alternative restorative materials. Regardless of personal opinion, the SSC should continue to be recognized for its efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and successful treatment modality.